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FUELING INNOVATION: THE CAMPAIGN FOR IIT — CELEBRATE!

DEAR FRIENDS,
Since 2008 we have been producing Impact magazine as a celebration of your generosity.
This year as we celebrate your commitment to Illinois Institute of Technology, we also
celebrate the close of Fueling Innovation: The Campaign for IIT. We did it! Thanks to you
and more than 15,000 campaign donors, we raised $250,242,380 for Illinois Tech.
This campaign has had a very tangible effect on Illinois Tech. You can walk through campus and see
the changes it has brought. From faculty proudly wearing their endowed chair medallions and grateful
students encouraged by scholarship support, to renovated laboratories and classrooms that inspire,
to the promise of the Ed Kaplan Family Institute for Innovation and Tech Entrepreneurship—it’s plain
to see that the Fueling Innovation campaign has fueled much more than just innovation. It’s fueled our
future, both as a university and for the generations of students yet to walk our halls. These students
have seen the impact your generosity has made, and it will inspire them to follow in your footsteps.
As we celebrate this milestone, we must also keep in mind that our work is far from over. We
need your continued support to ensure that we do not lose the momentum this campaign has built
for us. I know I can count on your generosity as we plan the university’s future together.
There are so many people to thank for this success, but I want to express a special thanks to the two
presidents who made this campaign possible—John Anderson planned and launched it, and Alan Cramb
brought it to a successful conclusion. Joel Krauss (MATH ’71), John Rowe, and Bud Wendorf (ME ’71) served
as our tireless co-chairs. And none of this would have happened without the unwavering support of the
Board of Trustees, Office of Institutional Advancement, and all our volunteers and campus partners.
The biggest thank you belongs to each and every donor who made this possible. A lot of planning
and hard work goes into a campaign, but it doesn’t mean much unless there are loyal, committed
donors to back it up. Thank you—every single one of you—for your generosity with your time and
resources, your support of our vision, and your steadfast belief in the future of Illinois Tech.
Sincerely,

BETSY HUGHES | Vice President, Institutional Advancement
hughes@iit.edu
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BUILDING CLEVERSAFE—
In the venture capital world, a unicorn
is a startup company valued at $1
billion or more. And now Illinois
Tech can lay claim as the home to
one of just a few Chicago-based
unicorns—thanks to Chris Gladwin and
his band of Cleversafe innovators.

Young and Inspired
When Chris Gladwin invited Illinois Tech
students and alumni to build his startup
Cleversafe, Jason Resch (CS ’06) and
Kumar Abhijeet (EE '05, CPE '05) leapt at
the chance. Eleven years and $1.3 billion
later, when Gladwin urged his team to give
back, Resch and Abhijeet answered the call.

Chris graduated from another great
technology school, in Boston (yes, that
would be MIT), but he discovered
the talent he needed to build his
company right here at Illinois Tech. After
attending a meeting in 2005 about the
soon-to-launch University Technology
Park at IIT, Chris didn’t waste any
time—he moved the small Cleversafe
office to campus the very next week.

“I think Chris felt Cleversafe's success
owed a lot to the talent of Illinois Tech's
students,” says Resch, who from 2008
to 2015 was Chicago’s most prolific
inventor. “I realized that I too owed much
of my personal success to Illinois Tech.”
Abhijeet, Cleversafe’s star sales
lead, added, “The Selfs paid for my
education as a Leadership Academy
Scholar, and as a resident advisor, I
lived at no cost in McCormick Student
Village…This was a no-brainer for me.”

The company pioneered revolutionary
new approaches to data storage with
the help of the brilliant young students
he hired. Chris recognized a common
denominator found at Illinois Tech—a
Trustee Chris Gladwin

love of building things. “In the early
days we were just a small group of
people who had the ambition to store
all the data in the world—which at
some level was very ambitious and a
little bit crazy. There was a certain type
of entrepreneurial disposition that was
needed to embrace that,” he says.

and is challenging alumni, Cleversafe
investors, and those who want to
strengthen the Chicago tech ecosystem
to join him. [See page 12 for more on
this effort.] He is a convincing evangelist
for leveraging Illinois Tech to supply
the intellectual fuel for innovation
in the region’s tech companies.

Over the next decade Cleversafe grew
to be a world powerhouse in data
storage and one of the most successful
stories to emerge from the Chicago
tech ecosystem. In late 2015 IBM
purchased the company for $1.3 billion.

Beyond his generous gift, Chris is also
sharing his expertise, his enthusiasm,
and his time with the university
community. And that is even better
than being home to a unicorn.

Along the way, Chris grew more
involved with Illinois Tech, joining
the Board of Trustees and helping to
establish a Crain’s Tech 50 event on
campus. Now he is leading the charge
to grow the university’s Department of
Computer Science. In December 2015
he gave $7.6 million to the department
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AN ILLINOIS TECH UNICORN

Kumar Abhijeet (EE '05, CPE
'05), Jason Resch (CS '06)

BUILDING A LEGACY TOGETHER
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“I credit Bob with creating a strong home
foundation, giving me the freedom
to succeed…[and] Chicago-Kent was
simply ahead of its time in creating
clinics and hands-on opportunities for
students who, as they graduated, would
have a leg up,” Vicki explains. “It was
a great experience, and many of my
closest friends and professional contacts
to this day are from Chicago-Kent.”

Vicki and Bob met in college, and
both worked in sales. Vicki dreamed
of becoming a business lawyer and
planned to interview at big Chicago
law firms once she graduated from
Chicago-Kent—but instead, the general
counsel for Tishman Speyer, the
global real estate company where she
had started as an assistant, tapped
her as a potential star broker.
Soon she was using her legal expertise
to negotiate complex real estate deals
worth millions of dollars. Just one
year after graduating law school, she
was named a partner at Tishman
Speyer, and by 2000 she had become
managing director of the firm and
leasing director of the Midwest
region—one of only three women ever
to have risen to that level at the time.

As Vicki’s career accelerated, Bob
opted to stay home to care for
their two sons, training them to be
amateur comedians and strong and
loving young men. His choice was
novel enough in the 1990s that the
family was interviewed on ABC-TV.
To show their gratitude for the success
they built together, in 2015 Vicki and
Bob made a significant contribution to
the Chicago-Kent Dean’s Priority Fund
to advance the law school’s strategic
initiatives. They also established a
scholarship in Vicki’s name. “The
trajectory of the law school since
I was a student has been nothing
but positive,” says Vicki. “ChicagoKent is a very special place me…It
is such an innovative law school.”

Vicki Noonan (LAW '84)
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Victoria “Vicki” Noonan (LAW ’84)
could never have achieved her
pioneering success in high-stakes
real estate without the support and
humor of her husband, Bob. She also
credits the professional foundation she
received at Chicago-Kent College of
Law, where she and her classmates
kept regular dates at Dinghy Pub in
Sears Tower. Bob joined them most
Fridays to pepper the conversation
with his trademark dry jokes.

FOOD ( IE) FOR THOUGHT
Jim earned his bachelor’s and
master’s degrees from Illinois Tech
in food engineering and went on to
build careers at Coca Cola, Nestle,
and McCormick & Company, where
he retired as vice president of
science and technology. But it all
started after a chance encounter
with an Illinois Tech icon.
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Visiting the university on the advice of
a friend, Jim thought he would enroll
as a pre-med student. He met with
Professor Milton Parker, who was

Jim Albrecht (FE '53, M.S. '55)

creating a new department called
Food Engineering and Technology.
“We started chatting, and he said
something to me that I’ll never forget,”
Jim says. “He had a cigar dangling
out of his mouth as he said, ‘Young
man, food is here to stay.’” Simple,
yet profound. This chance encounter
sealed the deal, and Jim dove head
first into the challenging curriculum.

abilities to think outside the box to
deal with these crises,” Jim says. So
impressed, in fact, that he decided to
support their efforts with a gift, and
he believes the Campaign for IIT will
significantly advance their progress.

Now an ardent supporter of the IPRO
Program, he also keeps himself busy
by mentoring students in food science
and human nutrition and serving on the
Jim’s Illinois Tech connection reached
Institute for Food Safety and Health
a new level recently when he read
Board of Advisors. A self-described
an IIT Magazine story about an
“foodie,” Jim cooks—a lot. He also plays
Interprofessional Projects (IPRO)
piano at the Greater Baltimore Medical
Program that focused on another
Center. “It’s amazing how live music in
passion of his: sustainability. “Our
a hospital environment can reduce the
world’s dwindling potable water supply,
anxiety of patients, friends, and families!
energy issues, and land usage, coupled
It’s a nice way of putting people’s minds
with a rapidly growing global population, at ease…At least for a while,” he says.
are issues I feel very passionately
about. I’m impressed with our students’

Impact | 7

For most of us, food serves many
purposes. It can be used as a
celebration, a reason to get together
with family and friends, and a way
to treat yourself after a job well
done. But to Jim Albrecht (FE ’53,
M.S. ’55), food is a way of life.

ENVISIONING PROMISE
“Illinois Tech has a small, close-knit
atmosphere that is conducive to
strong friendships,” Rashmi notes. “I
made lifelong friends there, and
Chicago was my backyard.”
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Rashmi served as a resident advisor and
the Resident Hall Association president,
organizing a residence hall boat cruise
and fall dance, and booking bands to
play in The Bog on Thursday nights.
She and Vik fondly remember White

Sox games and meetings of the Indian
Students Association. They volunteered
for the International Festival and
enjoyed a broad scope of friends that
included Rashmi’s tennis teammates
and many international students.
“I still see my old roommates
whenever I visit India,” Vik reports.
After he obtained his bachelor’s
degree, Vik opted to pursue a Ph.D.
in mechanical engineering at Purdue
University. Rashmi stayed on the
medicine track, and Vik came back to
Chicago to visit her. The two fell in love,
and Vik ultimately co-founded a medical
technology company, eMedApps,
with friends from Illinois Tech.
“It was the dot-com era, and
information technology was a
rocketing discipline,” Vikram
recalls. “It’s been an amazing ride.”

Today the Sheshadris are married and
live in Houston, where Rashmi practices
family medicine while Vik is eMedApps’
vice president of product development.
They have three children who keep them
busy, but the two manage to give back.
They became Illinois Tech Visionaries
near the beginning of the Fueling
Innovation campaign. [See page 45 for
more about Illinois Tech Visionaries.]
“Illinois Tech is a great school, and I
think the university is underappreciated,”
Rashmi says. “We actually came
back to campus in September 2015
and were pleasantly surprised by
the positive changes we saw.”
The couple believes the Fueling
Innovation campaign has helped
to drive progress at the university,
and they’re confident their support
has made a difference.

Vikram (ME '93) and Rashmi (ME '96) Sheshadri
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Vikram “Vik” (ME ’93) and Rashmi (ME
’96) Sheshadri owe a lot more than their
successful careers to Illinois Tech—they
owe their marriage. The two enrolled in
Illinois Tech’s dual admission program
in engineering and medicine in the early
1990s. Though it was years before the
sparks flew between them, the Texan
and the Virginia native joined the same
social circle and remember their years
at Illinois Tech as a special time.

S TA RTING E A RLY WIT H S T UDEN T GIF T

2011 Reserve
Textbook Collection

2013 Furniture for Galvin Library

Today’s students know that giving
back helps ensure future generations
of students will have extraordinary
Illinois Tech experiences just like they
did. The Student Gift Program allows
students to begin shaping the future
of Illinois Tech while they’re still on
campus and to continue the tradition
after they’ve become alumni.

2014 Bike Racks and Fix-It Stations
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The Fueling Innovation campaign
marked the beginning of the Student
Gift Program, and for the last six years,
students have led the charge for a
better Illinois Tech. They’ve improved
campus spaces by furnishing The
McCormick Tribune Campus Center

2015 Keating Sports Center
Weight Room Renovation

2010 MTCC Enclosure

Caption here.

(MTCC) Enclosure in 2010 and Paul
V. Galvin Library in 2013. They’ve
contributed to the health and wellness
of Illinois Tech students by installing
new bike racks and fix-it stations in
2014 and by renovating the weight
room in Keating Sports Center in 2015.
They even worked to provide a reserve
textbook collection in 2011 so every
student would have access to necessary
texts. And now they’re continuing
a tradition of promoting a culture of
sustainability that began with 2012’s
environmentally friendly water fountain
project; in 2016 students voted to bring
solar-powered picnic tables to campus
to reinforce the “tech” in Illinois Tech.
The Student Gift Program left a mark
on Goldey Khanna (CHE '11), co-chair of
the 2011 Student Gift [pictured opposite
page, photo #1, left]. “Serving as co-chair
of the Student Gift campaign was one of
the formative experiences of my time at

Illinois Tech. It was my way of beginning
to give back to the school that had given
me so much,” he says. “Now, five
years after graduation, I’m a member of
Loyal Hawks and make a small monthly
donation as a way of showing my thanks
and continuing to foster a relationship
with my alma mater.” Goldey is now
a first-year neurosurgery resident at
Jefferson Hospital in Philadelphia.
In the midst of study halls, lectures,
extracurricular activities, and social
engagements, Illinois Tech students are
clearly learning something larger than
what they signed up for; they’re learning
about the impact that loyalty and support
can have on their alma mater. And
they’re learning that they don’t have
to wait until they can call it their “alma
mater” before they begin their support.

Impact | 11

Illinois Tech teaches students a lot of
things—from classroom education
to career knowledge to leadership
skills. And thanks to the Student Gift
Program, they’re also learning about
the importance of philanthropy.

2012 Water Fountains

A SPIRITED BUNCH
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Jim was inspired to become involved at
Illinois Tech by Chris Gladwin, founder
of Cleversafe, after Chris made a leading
gift to Illinois Tech’s department of

computer science. [See page 3 for
more information.] Jim, whose firm
invested in Cleversafe, calls Chris “a
world-class technologist, innovator
and entrepreneur, and an inspiring and
selfless advocate for the next generation
of technologists.” So when Chris
asked him to become involved with the
university where Cleversafe began, he
jumped in. Jim considers Illinois Tech’s
computer science department—led
by Eunice Santos—the cornerstone to
the bedrock of Chicago's technology
community because the department
is producing leading computer
scientists. Others on the committee
agree. Though they come from diverse
backgrounds and disciplines, they share
a fundamental goal of contributing
to the technology community and to
developing leading computer scientists
and more world-class entrepreneurs.

Members of the group have something
else in common. None of them are
Illinois Tech graduates, yet they still give
generously of their time, talent, and
resources to the university. Why? Jim
comments that while he is very proud
of his affiliations with other academic
institutions such as Northwestern
University and University of Chicago,
“I am equally proud to be affiliated
with Illinois Tech as it invests heavily
in leading edge computer science
development such as big data analytics,
IT infrastructure, artificial intelligence,
and related applied technologies.”
And Illinois Tech is proud to have such
an inspirational group of technology and
investment experts championing the
future of its computer science program.

Board of Trustees Civic Committee members: [left to right] Kevin Willer, Co-founder & Partner, Chicago Ventures; Tim Stojka,
Chief Executive Officer, Fast Heat, Inc.; Jim Dugan, CEO, Co-Founder, and Managing Partner, OCA Ventures; Chris Gladwin,
Founder, Cleversafe, and CEO, Ocient; Jamie Cowie, Senior Advisor, Frontenac; Bailey Moore, Vice President, Wintrust
Ventures; Eric Larson, Chairman and Managing Partner, Linden Capital Partners. Not pictured: Joe Shenton, Principal,
Advisor, Summit Trail Advisors; David Weinstein, Founder and Managing Partner, Freshwater Advisors
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Illinois Tech’s Civic Committee has
spirit. Yes they do. And their spirit is
contagious. This group of volunteers is
advocating for Illinois Tech throughout
Chicago’s technology and venture
capital community and beyond. Jim
Dugan, managing partner of OCA
Ventures (a Chicago-based venture
capital firm) and member of Illinois
Tech’s Board of Trustees and Civic
Committee, knows how important
talent is to emerging startups. “As
Chicago's technology ecosystem
continues to flourish, Illinois Tech's future
is bright. It will contribute significant
talent to this vibrant community, and
the Civic Committee plays a central
role in propagating this message.”

Ed Kaplan Family Institute for
Innovation and Tech Entrepreneurship
$34,692,977

FUELING INNOVATION:

BY THE
NUMBERS

6,287

Scholarship Fund Donors

New Donors

C A M PA IGN P R IO R I T IE S *
Expendable
Unrestricted
$22,983,250

Tech officially closed Fueling

for IIT, having exceeded the

Robert A. Pritzker
Science Center
$5,016,867

6,858

On August 31, 2016 Illinois

Innovation: The Campaign

John T. Rettaliata
Engineering Center
$10,352,436

15,000+
Total Donors

$250 million goal. The stories

11,489

Alumni & Student Donors

Scholarships &
Fellowships
$48,677,561
Total Capital
Giving
$52,941,219

throughout this issue of Impact
celebrate the impact the

C A P I TA L P RO J EC T S
(SEE PAGES 16–17)

50

Endowment
$104,267,914

Fay Sawyier
Society

93
* Partial
reflection
of total
raised, some
categories
overlap

616

Philip Danforth
Armour Society
Families

Frank W. Gunsaulus
Society

Fueling Innovation campaign

and the numbers on these
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pages quantify our success.

S OC IE T Y M E M BE R S

15
Endowed Chairs
FUELING INNOVATION  C A M PA IGN T O TA L
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has had on the university,

John T. Rettaliata
Engineering Center

CAMPUS
ENHANCEMENTS
Fueling Innovation: The Campaign
for IIT provided the impetus for
three significant capital projects
that have transformed the Mies
Campus and strengthened the
university’s tradition of providing
a distinctive education that
emphasizes innovation and
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entrepreneurial thinking.

Ed Kaplan Family Institute for Innovation
and Tech Entrepreneurship
The Ed Kaplan Family Institute for Innovation
and Tech Entrepreneurship will be the
physical manifestation of a transformed
curriculum driven by applied creativity.
With a focus on innovative thinking and
transitioning new ideas into products
and processes, the Kaplan Institute will
house unique facilities and equipment
for implementing novel, educational, and
entrepreneurial strategies. Its workshops,
media labs, classrooms, collaborative
hubs, emerging technologies, and
“maker spacers” will also enhance the
activities of Illinois Tech’s groundbreaking
Interprofessional Projects (IPRO) Program,
Entrepreneurship Academy, M.A. Self
Leadership Academy, Jules F. Knapp
Entrepreneurship Center, and Idea Shop.
While Illinois Tech’s Institute of Design
(ID) is a graduate school, undergraduate
ID courses will be offered in the Kaplan
Institute. Additionally, ID-led initiatives
will be launched from the Kaplan

Institute; ID faculty will be partnering
with Illinois Tech faculty from across the
university to build programs, courses,
and outreach efforts centered on asking
critical questions and implementing
innovative cross-disciplinary solutions.
Ed Kaplan (ME ’65), long-time member
of the university’s Board of Trustees,
along with his wife, Carol, made a gift
of $11 million to establish the Kaplan
Institute at Illinois Institute of Technology.
Kaplan co-founded Zebra Technologies,
a global leader in bar code technology.
On August 25, 2016, the university
celebrated the groundbreaking of the
Kaplan Institute with Chicago officials,
campus leaders, Kaplan Institute donors,
alumni, faculty, staff, and students.
Construction will ramp up in March 2017,
and we expect completion by late 2018.
Visit web.iit.edu/provost/kaplaninstitute for more information.

The new John T. Rettaliata Engineering Center is making a
defining statement about the university’s distinctive brand
of engineering education. Engineering-1 building has been
transformed into a twenty-first century facility, renamed
John T. Rettaliata Engineering Center, and rededicated
in September 2015. The building now provides students
with dynamic learning environments where technology
aligns with top-notch faculty and cutting-edge research.
Caryl Pucci Rettaliata made a gift of $12 million in 2013
in honor of her late husband, John T. Rettaliata, Illinois
Tech’s second president. The center now serves as a
fitting tribute to the man who oversaw the greatest growth
period in the university’s history, including the construction
of Engineering-1 building in 1968. The renovations have
ensured that this building remains the “heart and home”
of Armour College of Engineering for decades to come.

Robert A. Pritzker Science Center
With “students first” as its mantra,
Robert A. Pritzker Science Center serves
as the focal point for core sciences on
campus, with interactive spaces that
enrich students’ learning experiences
with opportunities to create and
collaborate. Home to the College of
Science, renovations to Life Sciences
building, as it was formerly known, were
made possible through several significant
gifts, including a generous commitment
from COL (IL) J. N. Pritzker, IL ARNG
(Retired) through the Tawani Foundation.

Renovations provided a revamped patio,
lobby areas, common areas, lecture hall,
and more. The building was rededicated
on September 21, 2016 and renamed
the Robert A. Pritzker Science Center in
honor of Col. Pritzker’s father, the late
Robert A. Pritzker (IE ’46), a university
regent and one of Illinois Tech’s greatest
visionary leaders and benefactors.
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