THE OBLIGATIONS OF STEWARDSHIP
Every gift to IIT makes a difference to the institution and has
an impact on IIT’s success. IIT is committed to stewarding
gifts in a timely and appropriate manner.
With gratitude for all gifts and respect for all donors, the
university will abide by the following guidelines:
All gifts will be acknowledged in a timely manner.
If a contribution is accepted with a restricted purpose, it
will be used for that purpose.
If the university finds itself unable to utilize a contribution
for its stated purpose, this will be communicated to the
donor so that an alternative use can be arranged or the
contribution can be returned.
For endowment gifts, annual philanthropic donor reports
will be given to the benefactor.
Proper recognition should always be given to the
benefactor, and public recognition must be approved by
the donor.
Contributions will be accounted for using universally
accepted accounting standards allowing for maximum
efficiency and productivity of each gift.

We want to hear from you!
Interested in responding to one of the articles in this publication?
Do you know someone who has made an impact at IIT?
Share your feedback:
Contact Mandy Work at 312.567.5023 or awork@iit.edu

Thank you for your generosity! The pages of this
publication tell the stories of the impact you have
made at IIT this year, helping us increase scholarship
funds, improve campus structures, and fund
important research.
In the past four years, we have raised nearly $100 million, and each
one of those years has brought more and more donors’ names to the
honor rolls printed in this book. We are proud to count more than 6,000 of
you as our supporters, and we look forward to this community growing in
the future.
I am enthusiastic to report that the number of alumni and friends who
attended IIT events has skyrocketed this year. We hosted dozens of
regional alumni events around the country to introduce you to President
John Anderson in his inaugural year. On campus, we were able to launch
the restoration of Mies’ Carr Chapel, begin renovations to Main Building,
and dedicate laboratories.
Thanks to thousands of friends like you, it’s been a wonderful year.
The impact you’ve made is deeply felt by all students, faculty, and staff at
the university.
I invite you to read our Obligations of Stewardship statement on the
inside back cover of this publication, detailing our commitment to you, the
donor. As we continue to earn your support and dedication, we want you
to know how important you are to us.

Betsy Hughes
Vice President
Institutional Advancement

Illin ois Institute of Techn olo gy
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Table of Contents
Impact | Heritage............................................................ 2
Impact | Nation................................................................ 4
Impact | Resources......................................................... 6
Impact | Education.......................................................... 8
Impact | Legacy............................................................. 10
Impact | Students......................................................... 12
Impact | History............................................................. 14
Impact | Research......................................................... 17
Impact | Giving.............................................................. 18

1

Reviving Main Building
Preserving Our Past,
Securing Our Future

C

ommonly thought of as IIT’s most
easily recognizable landmark,
Main Building stands as a symbol
of the university’s rich heritage.
The Romanesque-Revival exterior
features roughly finished red sandstone
and red brick, a multi-hip roofline
with tall gable-fronted dormers, and
powerfully arranged rows of rectangular
and round-arched windows. In 1892, it
was a style for grand public buildings
that spoke of strength, permanence, and
institutional vigor. Now, 116 years later,
the structure continues to be an integral
part of campus.
As the university’s oldest building
and home of the original Armour
Institute, Main Building’s uses and
aesthetic value to the university have
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Claim to Fame

One of the building’s earliest claims

to fame was its use in 1901 for the first wireless
transmission tests conducted by Lee de Forest.
Initially, a wireless signal was sent down

fluctuated over the years. It has been
an administrative building and an
academic building—a home for libraries,
laboratories, and lecture halls. It has
housed an engine room, faculty offices,
workshops, and a gym while serving
as a hub for information dissemination
through its bulletin boards and kiosks
in the pre-Internet days. But whatever
purpose Main Building has served in any
given period of time, it has always been
an important IIT icon.
Main Building has had a constant
presence and vital importance to the
university throughout its many changing
roles. The proud edifice has guided IIT
through the turn of two centuries and
countless technological milestones.
In its lifetime, its halls have heard the

the length of the hall in the building; the next
test was conducted from the roof of the building
and sent a signal off campus.
voices of thousands of passing students,
and its stairs have felt the weight of
thousands of visitors.
Memories of Main Building continue
to move Bob Schmidt (ME ’36), who
fondly remembers playing pranks on
his classmates in the auditoriums,
laboratories, and classrooms once
housed within. More than 70 years
later, Schmidt is taking an active role
in securing the future of a building he’s
grown to love. His leadership gift of
$1 million will help to renovate the

treasured structure and begin to restore
it to its former glory in the hope that
generations of students to come
will continue to find enjoyment within
its walls.
In its reign, Main Building has gone
from being the center of campus life to
a quiet and dependable existence with
the addition of more modern facilities.
All the while, it has remained proud and
strong. Its legacy is one that promises to
withstand the trails of time.

3

Did You Know?
An ornate stained-glass window adorns the
interior entrance of the building. Designed and
executed by Edwin Sperry, artist-in-chief of
the Church Glass & Decorating Co. in New York
and an associate of Louis Tiffany, the window
was donated to the university in 1900. Its three
panels, in an entablature of Carrara marble,
are composed of more than 1 million pieces of
authentic Tiffany glass.

During a 1982 renovation of Main Building,
four previously concealed, brilliantly colored
stained-glass windows, initially a part of the
original library space on the first floor, were
re-discovered. Donated by the classes of 1897,
1898, 1899, and 1900, they were cleaned, releaded, and repaired and now face the entrance
to the Registrar’s Office.

Heritage

Rethinking Health
		

F
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or most Americans, it isn’t news
that the nation’s health care
system is less than ideal. Anyone
who has ever had to file a claim
with an insurance company, stand
in line at an emergency room, wade
through prescription drug instructions,
or help care for a terminally ill family
member knows the pitfalls. Meanwhile,
millions of Americans remain uninsured
and/or largely uninformed about how
to practice wellness measures that can
prevent or manage illness and disease.
To make matters worse, the
problematic system is extremely
expensive for everyone involved. Health
care costs continue to climb, and—at
$2 trillion annually—have reached
the point of threatening the economy
at large. There is little disagreement
among politicians, health care providers,
insurers, and patients that the entire
system needs an overhaul.
Anyone who investigates the crisis
can become quickly intimidated by the
tangled web of stakeholders involved.
Health care in America involves a
complex intersection of companies,
agencies, and people: the government,
health care professionals, equipment
and technology suppliers, insurance
plan providers, employers, medical

IIT’s Institute of Design Takes on a National Challenge
facilities, and—last but not least—the
patients themselves.
Clearly there will be no quick fix for
health care.
But the faculty and staff at IIT’s
Institute of Design (ID) are using their
innovative “design-thinking” approach
to envision some fresh ideas for a
broken system. They were inspired by a
challenge from Rob Pew, chair of the ID
Board of Overseers, who sponsored the
initiative they call Rethinking Health.
“I wanted ID to demonstrate how
design methods can be used to solve
complex social problems,” says Pew,

who is also chair of the Board of
Directors for Steelcase, Inc.
ID Distinguished Professor Emeritus
Charles Owen says Pew’s faith in
design’s ability to “fix” the health care
system isn’t surprising: “Over the
years, Rob has seen what design, as
we practice it, can contribute to finding
creative, holistic, systemic solutions for
complex problems.”
The ID method aims to humanize
technology and improve the process of
innovation by way of a methodological
and human-centered approach to
design. If, for example, ID faculty and

The health care industry in America involves a complex intersection of
stakeholders. The Rethinking Health initiative at the Institute of Design seeks to
create transparency among them. Image by ID student Amber Lindholm.

students are designing a learning facility
for children, they focus on thinking like
a 5-year-old—considering how a child
would experience and use the facility.
The ID methodology acknowledges that
real innovation begins with users’ needs.
In the case of the health care
system, however, pinpointing the “user”
of the system isn’t as simple as it might
seem. Acknowledging that the patient
isn’t the only stakeholder in the system,
ID’s approach is to consider a set of
institutional stakeholders in the health
care system—government, employers,
health providers, health plans, and
suppliers. The main goal of ID’s initiative
is to devise strategies that create
transparency between all stakeholders.
Transparency among these groups could
lead to innovations that might make the
patient experience better, but it could
also improve the system on a variety of
levels—everything from lowering cost
to improving the delivery of wellness
education, innovating the design of
medical IT systems, and overhauling the
layout of hospital rooms.
“Since we train ourselves to
see different points of view, we
are positioned well to help rethink
something as convoluted as health
care,” says Judith Gregory, assistant
professor of design at ID.

Rob Pew, the sponsoring
donor of the project,
hopes to deliver the
initiative’s findings to
the next president of the
United States.

The multidisciplinary and usercentered approach has sparked a
number of partnerships and courses
over the past year as the Rethinking
Health initiative has taken shape. First,
a curriculum was formed from the three
core areas of “design-thinking.” In the
fall and spring semesters, Gregory led a
human-centered design course; Owen
led a systems analysis course; and
Jeremy Alexis, assistant professor, led a
design planning and strategy course.
In Gregory’s human-centered health
care design course, she asked students
to focus on understanding people’s
experiences as they interact with the
health care system. The goal was to
tackle a problem that affected patients,
families, communities, and people—
the central stakeholders in the
health care system. What quickly
emerged was a focus on the topic of
“sandwiched caregivers”—people
who care for both their parents and
their children at the same time—a
growing and often overlooked group.
In considering sandwiched caregivers,
the students zeroed in on a serious
challenge currently affecting millions
of members of the Baby Boomer
generation in America.
“We wanted to look at how to
provide insight and support mechanisms

that would ease the job of these
caregivers,” says ID student Eric
Swanson, who, along with Amanda
Kaleta-Kott (ID ’07), carried out
the study.
In another course, Gregory’s
students conducted wellness
experience research, examining
health literacy—or how people attain
information, reflect on personal habits,
make lifestyle choices, and live with
chronic illness. Students worked
with the company Pitney-Bowes,
who was promoting wellness among
its employees, and also established
relationships with other corporations, a
community health organization, health
services providers, a medical laboratory,
and medical technology companies.
ID student Mary Kay McCaw was
inspired by the interactions she had with
the research participants. “The spirit of
our research design allows participants
to comfortably express themselves in
unexpected and rich ways,” she says.

ID student Amber Lindholm was
also inspired to observe “the number
of dedicated people working toward a
better health care system.”
The ID students and faculty—in
collaboration with patients, companies,
hospitals, and medical professionals—
quickly discovered that the problem
is not a lack of desire to change the
system. Everyone involved is ready to
re-envision a new one.
With Pew’s support, ID faculty and
students will continue to work toward
just that.
“We are transitioning this into a
more robust research initiative for
the next three to five years,” explains
Elizabeth Collins, director of corporate
relations at ID. “We will create a funding

consortium to help direct projects, as
well as a group of thought leaders to
keep us current in the latest healthrelated issues.”
Pew is optimistic about what the
initiative can achieve. His greatest hope
for the project would be to deliver the
initiative’s findings to the next president
of the United States, “if only,” Pew
says, “to demonstrate that the nation’s
complex problems can be solved using
design methods.”
To learn more about the Rethinking
Health initiative at ID, attend the first
Rethinking Health Symposium in spring
2009 or contact Elizabeth Collins at
ecollins@id.iit.edu. Information about
the initiative can also be found at
www.id.iit.edu/828/.

Nation
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A local villager
lays out bricks at
an adobe factory.

IIT students Brian Chung [left] and
David Khem [right] put the finishing
touches on their barrel-rocket stove.

Why Did You Support IPRO 325?

Going the Extra Mile
IPRO 325 students go transcontinental
to test their projects in the villages
of Sincape, Peru
“Give a man a fish, and he will eat for a day.
Teach a man to fish, and he will eat for a lifetime.”
6

T

he members of IIT’s Interprofessional Projects (IPRO) team
325 took that sentiment to heart
during their visit to South America.
The 14-member team focused on
developing affordable water, energy, and
shelter solutions and concentrated their
efforts on improving the designs of the
barrel-rocket stove, composting latrine
(in conjunction with last year’s water
filter design project), and evaporative
cooling systems for the world’s 2 billion
rural poor. Nine members traveled
to Sincape, Peru, blueprints in hand,
anxious to teach their trade to those who
need it most. The villages they saw had
no public electricity, water supply, or
sewage systems, and the local families
they met offered their homes to the
team members.
Their solutions were formed
with the ideal that they would teach

villagers to implement and maintain
each mechanism using locally available
materials—all for the cost of $5 or less.
The team conducted several workshops,
attended by 20-30 local residents,
to demonstrate building the various
devices and distribute Spanish language
construction/operation manuals.
An anonymous donor supported
half of the team members’ travel
expenses, and student fundraising
provided the other 50 percent, aided by
the addition of a fundraising subgroup
to ensure product testing in overseas
villages. Department chairs and faculty
members sponsored several students
while the team advertised their efforts
on Facebook’s “Causes” application,
promoting activism through online social
networks. With more philanthropy
efforts, team member and computer
engineering major David Khem believes
it will only become easier.
“The villagers really liked all the
designs we brought,” he says. “We
showed them how to build everything,

and they did it all themselves—with
our guidance, of course. We gave them
examples of ways they could substitute
materials, such as using adobe instead
of brick. They liked the barrel-rocket
stove so much that they asked us to
design one with two burners instead of
one. So we did.”
In fact, the team made such an
impact that a Peruvian government
employee and the head engineer of
a new school nearing completion in
Sincape is currently in the process of
writing a grant to his local authority

to gain government support for
propagation of the barrel-rocket stove
project. The team also made contact
with two people associated with
local non-governmental organizations
who showed interest in publicizing
their devices.
“The field testing of all four projects
was a huge success, and we’re going
to continue improving upon our new
designs this semester,” Khem says.
Hopefully we’ll continue to have
more success with our fundraising
efforts, leaving more time to focus on
the designs and testing, and making
it easier for additional students to
participate overseas.”
From improving health and living
conditions to ensuring the sustainability
of the world’s resources, IIT students
start in the classroom and move their
ideas to the field, impacting society and
making their marks on the future.

“Our barrel-rocket stove design is a
variation on the rocket stove that is
widely used around the world. The
rocket stove on its own—although more
fuel efficient than an open stove—still
has some major problems, such as the
lack of a chimney and heat loss through
the exterior of the stove. Combining the
barrel stove and rocket stove designs

“I wanted to give money for this specific project because of
its focus on the poorer areas of the globe and development of
inexpensive practical solutions to help eliminate persistent poverty.
My own father grew up impoverished in Lima, but through hard
work and sacrifices by his parents, he obtained a scholarship that
enabled him to attend and graduate from a Texas university with a
B.S. in electrical engineering. That education enabled him to achieve
the American dream of economic and personal happiness, so I’ve
always wanted to help more children from developing countries
achieve a good education—the key to economic success.
I believe that through its focus on products such as inexpensive
water filters and cleaner stoves, IPRO 325 will impact the health of
students growing up right now all around the world.”
Erick Vera
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addresses both of these problems. In
our design, the smoke from the stove
is re-circulated around the outside of
the stove and out through the chimney,
providing an extra layer of insulation
while simultaneously protecting the
user from the smoke.”
– IPRO 325 team

Resources

Dealing with the Digital Divide

Educating the Whole Student

Stuart’s Academy for Future Leaders in Science and Technology
will give teens a taste of the real world

IIT’s Academic Resource Center
					
enriches the academic experience

F
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ollowing in the footsteps of the
success of last year’s newly
created Center for Strategic
Competitiveness (CSC), IIT Stuart
School of Business is keeping
up the trend and making innovation
a repeatable process. Serving as
an external outreach arm, the CSC
incorporates hands-on learning, applied
business theory, and practical solutions
as a means for collaboration between
students, faculty, and members of
the external community. “Supported
by a network of major academics and
successful executives, the CSC helps
private- and public-sector entities
improve their operations and thus
encourage economic, entrepreneurial,
and workforce development,” says
Harvey Kahalas, executive director for
the CSC and dean of IIT Stuart.
“To put theory into practice,
the CSC is teaming up with educators,
foundations, and businesses to
develop what we are calling the
Academy for Future Leaders in Science
and Technology for underserved
Chicago-area high school students,”
Kahalas continues.
Initial funding for the project
has been provided by a generous
$500,000 grant from the Toyota U.S.A.
Foundation, the largest grant in IIT
Stuart’s history, with the intention of
securing additional funding to create

a sustainable template for similar
academies across the nation.
The Academy for Future Leaders in
Science and Technology endeavors to
help students succeed in high school
and continue on to post-secondary
education through two components.
The first component of the program
will focus on classroom and lab
education in the emerging field of
environmental science, sustainability,
and management, with courses held on
the IIT campus. Many of the academy
participants may be the first generation
in their families to attend college, and
the team wants to ensure their success
in the academy and beyond by providing
strong mentoring support in addition to
compelling coursework.
The second component of the
academy consists of a summer-long,
paid professional internship that will
introduce students to the business
world. “In the internship experience, we
hope the students will gain a sense of
confidence and accomplishment from
doing real work in the real world,” says
Tom Anderson, associate dean of IIT
Stuart. “They won’t be doing menial
tasks; these kids will do real, meaningful
work in a professional environment.”
Anderson—along with Kahalas and
Marie Vanderford, executive director of
the dean’s office at IIT Stuart—hopes
to work in conjunction with IIT alumni

to discover professional internship
possibilities and openings, giving
students the opportunity to participate
in various initiatives to move strategic
competitiveness forward.
The program boasts of some
ambitious goals, beginning with the
task of taking knowledge out of the
classroom and applying it in the world.
“We want to help students realize that
science is more than just beakers in a
classroom,” says Vanderford. “We want
to help them connect the dots to expand
on the ideas they’ve learned, putting
theory into practice in the real world.
And we want them to begin to envision
possibilities in higher education and
careers that can transform their lives.”
Additionally, each academy graduate
will be provided with a computer at the
completion of the program, a tool for
them to use in college for support and
continued learning.
“This program will change lives,”
says Anderson. “We’re teaching these
students that there’s a difference
between wishes and plans. Without
a plan, a wish will always be just
a wish. But the academy will help
them understand the importance of
converting wishes into plans—
and most importantly, will help them
realize their own vast potential.”

O

ver a period of more than
30 years, the Dr. Scholl
Foundation has granted IIT a
total of more than $1 million to
support the university’s vision
for the future. Established in 1947 by
William M. Scholl, M.D., the Dr. Scholl
Foundation is dedicated to providing
financial assistance to organizations
committed to improving our world. It
is a private, independent, grant-making
foundation created for charitable
purposes, and grants are made annually
after an extensive review process.
Funds to IIT from the Dr. Scholl
Foundation have primarily supported
the Academic Resource Center (ARC),
the hub of interactive learning at
the university. As the campus’ only
comprehensive learning center, the
ARC strives to support students at
all stages of the learning process by
integrating a variety of resources. The
ARC offers free services such as peer
tutoring, exam reviews, seminars,
and computer and printing assistance
in order to help enrich the academic
experience through student-centered
approaches to education.
The ARC strives to encompass all IIT
students, including those enrolled part-

time, those who commute, and those
involved in distance learning programs.
ARC Director Elizabeth Lyons can attest
to a definite increase in demand due
to rising enrollment numbers, evident
in the fact that 60 percent of clientele
are freshmen and sophomores, and
only 40 percent are upperclassmen and
graduate students. “As our enrollment
numbers go up, we see more and more
students trying to get ahead before their
class loads get too heavy,” she says.
“We just help them prepare.”
With a recent move to a new location
in Hermann Hall and a strategic plan for
future advancements, the ARC has been

able to support a changing education
environment evident in the 21st century
thanks to the generosity of the Dr. Scholl
Foundation. “We are grateful that the
Dr. Scholl Foundation has steadily
helped IIT offer more cutting-edge,
comprehensive interactive resources,
allowing students to meet the challenges
ahead,” Lyons says.
She continues, “The ARC seeks
to educate the whole student. We
work hard to alleviate some of the
stress students experience in their
first years of college, hopefully making
them happier and more comfortable
at IIT.”
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Education

Students gather in Carr
Chapel with Terry Collins of
St. James Parish Campus
Ministry, one of several
groups who meet at Carr
Chapel for weekly services.

Making Time
for What Matters

Members of IIT’s Mies van der Rohe Society work to restore
the Robert F. Carr Memorial Chapel of St. Savior

A
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polished stainless-steel cross
stands sentry along the back
wall while a complementary
communion rail lines a path
before the travertine altar, a
moving site in itself. Carved into the
simple tabernacle is a dedication to
Robert F. Carr, the prominent Chicago
philanthropist and businessman. Five
crosses are incised on its top surface.
On a campus focused on science,
research, and technology, Carr Memorial

“Too often we think about architecture in terms of
the spectacular. There is nothing spectacular about
this chapel; it was not meant to be spectacular.
It was meant to be simple; and, in fact, it is simple. But
in its simplicity it is not primitive, but noble,
and in its smallness it is great,
in fact, monumental.”— Ludwig Mies van der Rohe

Chapel at IIT serves as an interfaith
sanctuary for introspection, prayer,
and retreat.
In 1949, the Episcopal Diocese of
Chicago commissioned the building of
a chapel complex at IIT, and Ludwig
Mies van der Rohe set out to design
a structure to make the community
proud. He accomplished this task by
creating a small but elegant chapel that
retained the essence of his philosophy
by introducing subtle yet meaningful
gestures into his design. Today, his
serene brick, steel, terrazzo, and glass
structure is known affectionately to
students as “the God box,” and it
is a staple of IIT’s historic, Miesdesigned campus.
Thanks to Mies’ trademark simplicity
and minimalist style, Carr Chapel has
had the ability to transform into a nondenominational, interfaith presence to
meet the needs of IIT’s many religious
communities. Director of Spiritual Life
Lynne Meyer finds continual inspiration
in the revolutionized utilization of
the chapel. “The move from being
specifically Episcopalian to being a

home for all faiths shows how much
IIT has changed; it is both a reflection
of and a response to the needs of
our increasingly global and diverse
community,” she says.
Mies’ masterpiece was completed in
1952 and remains the only ecclesiastical
building he ever completed. The simple
structure draws praise from architecture
lovers worldwide and brings pride to the
hearts of the local community.
“I love what Carr Chapel represents
in Chicago and internationally,” says
Barbi Donnelley, chair of the Mies van
der Rohe Society Board of Directors.
“Because it’s the only religious building
Mies van der Rohe ever designed, it’s
an honor that it’s right here on our very
own campus.”
Donnelley—who consistently shows
her support through volunteer efforts—
and her husband, Tom, a former IIT
trustee, recently made a significant
leadership gift to the restoration of the
chapel. “Carr Chapel is an integral part
of the history of our campus,” Donnelley
says. “When you give to the chapel, you
become part of the IIT family. You’re

Robert F. Carr Memorial Chapel
of St. Savior at IIT

helping to raise awareness for a campus
gem and an architectural treasure. Who
wouldn’t want to bring a piece of
cherished history into their lives?”
She continues, “Carr Chapel serves
as an extension of the IIT campus. It’s
a meaningful way people can build their
own connections to something historical
and themselves become a part of the
IIT legacy.” Inside and outside of the
classroom, IIT’s students, alumni, and
friends are working to change the world
while remembering that there are other,
quieter ways to bring about change.

For Donnelley, Carr Chapel is
more than just a signature building
designed by a renowned architect; it’s
personal. “Robert Carr’s grandson is
a close friend of mine, and I feel like
we share a new connection because
of the chapel,” she says. “Through the
chapel, Robert Carr’s name and legacy
will forever be remembered at IIT. It
will always be an intimate space where
students can find peace and serenity
through a heavy class load or solace in
their spirituality.”

Legacy
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Donors Ed and Carol Kaplan meet the Kaplan
Foundation Scholar Meaghan Rollins for the
first time in July 2008.

When
Scholar
Meets
Donor

Benefactors Ed and
Carol Kaplan
take the personal
approach to giving
12

W

hen Carol Kaplan attended
college on scholarship, she
was always grateful to the
benefactor who funded her
education. But she never got
to meet him.
“He had confidence in me, and
I never even saw him in person,”
she says.
Later, after a successful career as
an educator and philanthropist, when
she and husband, Ed Kaplan (ME
’65), entrepreneur and CEO of Zebra
Technologies, decided to fund a full
four-year scholarship for an IIT student,
they did not wish to remain anonymous.
They wanted to make a meaningful
connection with the student.
They were curious to learn the
student’s major, what she wanted to do
after graduation, and how they might be

“That’s why I’m spending my
summer studying calculus,” Meaghan
quipped.
“Very smart idea,” Ed laughed.
Within minutes of their meeting,
Meaghan was already proving herself to
be a competitive, smart young woman.
When Ed learned that she planned
to major in electrical engineering, he
presented her with a quick pop quiz:
Ed: Guess what the ratio of
male to female students was when
I attended IIT?
able to encourage her as she was
about to embark on her education at
IIT. So on a warm summer’s day in
the month before her freshman year,
Meaghan Rollins, IIT Kaplan Foundation
Scholar, met with the Kaplans in
person—not only to learn their names,
but to share a pre-college conversation
and get acquainted.
The Kaplans—whose gift comes
from their family foundation, The
Kaplan Foundation—not only wanted
to meet the scholarship recipient in
person, but also wanted to ensure that
the scholarship was granted specifically
to a student from the west side of
Chicago, where they grew up.
“Ed and I met each other in
kindergarten there and will always care
about that area,” says Carol.
“I grew into the engineer and
entrepreneur that I am today in
that neighborhood,” says Ed, who
engineered the world’s leading barcode
technology and turned it into a global
business, Zebra Technologies. “Growing
up there, I was always taking apart

bicycles, putting together stereos,
working in my father’s factory, and
constantly talking with him about his
two businesses.”
“It’s nice to be able to focus our
philanthropic efforts into that area,”
says Carol. Naturally, the Kaplans were
thrilled to help empower a bright,
deserving student like Meaghan, who
was academically competitive enough
to attend Chicago’s Lane Tech High
School and qualified to earn a
prestigious spot as an IIT Camras
Scholar in addition to earning the Kaplan
Foundation Scholarship.
Regardless of his career
achievements, Ed, who graduated
from IIT with a mechanical engineering
degree in 1965, wasn’t afraid to reveal
the struggles he faced during his
freshman year at IIT—a story to break
the ice upon meeting Meaghan for the
first time this past July.
“Even though I was good at math
in high school, I was put on academic
probation because the trigonometry
class at IIT was so tough,” he revealed.

Meaghan: Hmmmm, maybe 10 to 1?
Ed: 26 to 1!
Ed quickly explained that many of
the engineering professions are trying
to change this lopsided ratio. He also
assured Meaghan that if she works
hard, she will have many interesting
opportunities in her future. “A female
perspective in the engineering field is
invaluable. We don’t get enough of it,”
he said.
Meaghan explained that the lack of
women in the sciences is not something
she was unfamiliar with: “Even at
Lane—a math and science prep high
school—I was often the only girl in my
science classes,” she said.
Like the young Ed Kaplan who
spent his high school years taking
apart and putting together electronic
gadgets, Meaghan built a model car
in her high school electronics course.
She explained that her success in high
school was boosted by an early love of
math, thanks in part to her mother, who

once studied engineering at IIT and is
now working toward becoming a high
school math teacher.
Hearing this piqued Carol’s
interest: “Early education in the math
and sciences is something I’m very
passionate about.” She explained that
the Kaplans also support early math,
science, and literacy programs in their
childhood neighborhood.
As it turns out, Meaghan supports
literacy efforts in the neighborhood,
too—yet another thing the three have
in common.
“I volunteer at the public library,
tutoring kids in reading and writing,”
Meaghan told Carol. “We started a
rewards program to encourage kids to
read more books, too,” she said.
An avid reader, Meaghan told the
Kaplans that she also has a love of film,
often viewing movies with her mother
and two sisters.
“We like old movies, especially,”
she said. “They are like an educational
experience in and of themselves. Lately
our favorite is Night of the Hunter with
Robert Mitchum and Shelley Winters.”
As he quickly wrote down the
movie title—one he said he hadn’t
seen—Ed assured Meaghan of the
value of keeping an open mind to the
world outside of engineering.
“It’s good you’re interested in
other things besides engineering,” he
explained. “It’s a very focused and
rigorous course of study, and engineers
can tend to get tunnel vision. When
I was an undergraduate, I took many
optional courses in economics that have
proved invaluable to my career,” he said.

Meaghan, Ed, and Carol found they had more in
common than their connection to IIT.

Clearly excited to begin her studies
at IIT, Meaghan explained that she
wasn’t sure yet what she would do
after college. “There are so many
directions you can go with an electrical
engineering degree,” she said.
Ed smiled at the thought of all
the possibilities, as if to acknowledge
that this would be the first step in a long
relationship to come. “Whatever you
do, keep us updated, Meaghan. And let
us know how we can help—we look
forward to watching you succeed
at IIT!”

Students
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In Their Own Voices
How Two IIT Pioneers Helped Preserve
Holocaust History
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Marvin Camras [right], the
father of magnetic recording,
with the magnetic wire
recording device he began
developing during his
undergraduate years at IIT.
David P. Boder [top right]
took Camras’ recording
device all over Europe to
displaced persons camps
to record survivors’ stories
immediately after they
were liberated from Nazi
concentration camps.

A

t the end of World War II,
Dwight D. Eisenhower famously
called upon the editors of
American newspapers and
periodicals to come see the
atrocities of the Nazi concentration
camps for themselves. It didn’t take
long for photojournalists to provide
the world with countless images of
emaciated death camp survivors and
mass graves. Genocide was on the
record for all to see.
These photos and videos were
immediately powerful and indicting, to
say the least, but David Boder, professor
of psychology at Illinois Institute of
Technology during the time, was
concerned that something was missing
from all these visual documents.
The survivors, he noted, were
“entitled to tell their stories.”
Boder, who studied the
consequences of trauma on human
behavior as reflected in language, knew
that the time to collect these stories
was imminent, writing in April 1945:

“For psychological as well as
historical reasons, it appears
of utmost importance that the
impressions still alive in the
memories of displaced persons...
be recorded directly, not only in
their own language but in their
own voices.”
The value he placed on firsthand
audio-recorded survivor accounts made
him a pioneer in his discipline.
“It wasn’t until 20 years later that
scholars practiced or placed value on
research of this kind,” says Ralph Pugh,
assistant university archivist at IIT’s Paul
V. Galvin Library. “Boder was ahead of
his time.”
Despite Boder’s determination, the
task of capturing audio recordings of
Holocaust survivors would not be an
easy one. The survivors were scattered
around Europe in displaced persons
camps and spoke a wide variety of
languages. Audio recording devices
were not a household item at the time,

and travel to Europe was expensive. But
Boder was a perfect candidate for the
job. He was multilingual, willing to apply
for grants, and he happened to work
on the same campus as the man who
had recently invented the first portable
audio-recording device.
Marvin Camras (EE ’40, M.S. ’42)
would eventually be considered one of
the most well-known graduates of IIT
and the father of magnetic recording,
developing the technology behind audio
and video cassettes, floppy disks, and
magnetic strips on credit cards. But in
1945, he was a few years out of college,
teaching and continuing his research at
IIT on the innovative magnetic wirerecording device he began developing
during his undergraduate years. The
device, only a few years old, wasn’t
widely distributed yet. The United States
military had been using it to create
high-volume decoy attacks to confuse
German pilots and submarines, but
Boder saw another use for it.
Camras’ recording device wasn’t
lightweight by any standard, but at 50
pounds it was technically portable.
Already in his 60s, Boder hauled
the unwieldy device (along
with 200 spools of heavyweight carbon steel wire)
around Europe, traveling
to displaced persons
camps to speak with
survivors in their native
languages less than
one year after their
liberation. Boder—a

Latvian who had immigrated to Chicago
via Mexico in his middle-aged years—
had the extraordinary multilingual
ability to conduct interviews in Yiddish,
German, Russian, Polish, Latvian,
Spanish, French, and English.
All together, Boder interviewed 119
people, each interview lasting between
30 minutes and four hours. He came
home with a priceless collection of
first-person narratives that illustrates
life in the ghettos and concentration
camps, Nazi tactics, and even accounts
of widespread prisoner uprisings.
Boder’s thorough and unemotional
questioning was aimed at capturing the
everyday rank-and-file experience of the
survivors, and the resulting recordings
provide a remarkable and meticulous
view of their experiences. Since the
interviews took place when many of
the survivors had yet to locate surviving
family and friends, there
is an extraordinary
rawness and
immediacy
to them, as
well.

It would be decades before similar
efforts were undertaken to record the
stories of Holocaust survivors, most of
whom were in their 70s or 80s by that
time, the details of their experiences
possibly distorted by time and memory.
Boder’s recordings are the only of
their kind, presenting what are thought
to be the most authentic and timely
testimonials of Holocaust survivors.
Before he died in 1961, Boder
struggled to secure funding to pay for
the immense task of transcribing—and
then translating—each interview. In
his lifetime, he managed to complete
translating and transcribing more than
half of the interviews. He published
seven of the interviews in 1949 in
the now out-of-print book, I Did Not
Interview the Dead. Boder also quietly
filed copies of all the recordings with
the Library of Congress and sent the
interview transcripts to a handful
of other universities around

the country. Surprisingly, there was
little interest in Boder’s work—or
any Holocaust scholarship—in the
decades immediately following the
war. Boder’s funding ran out and his
health failed before he could process all
of the interviews. He died well before
Holocaust scholarship became a thriving
part of academia, and his work went
largely unnoticed for many years. The
original wire spools he hauled around
Europe are still unaccounted for.
It was not until 1998 that M.
Ellen Mitchell, then director of the IIT
Institute of Psychology, found written
material from 1946 referencing Boder’s
work. She set out to find the materials
and discovered the transcripts in the
basement of Galvin Library. Mitchell
notified the library, and IIT then worked
to obtain the copies of the recordings
that Boder had safely tucked away at
the Library of Congress. By 2000, the
library had launched the Voices of the

History

15

Holocaust website (http://voices.iit.edu),
an online presentation of Boder’s work,
complete with interview transcripts and
audio excerpts.

audio content currently available on the
site.
With 49 newly identified interviews
yet to be translated and transcribed,

“The point of technology is to help humankind
communicate and advance education. That’s
what Boder and Camras did, and that’s what
we want to do.” – Eben English
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By this time, museums around
America were placing a new priority
on collecting stories and details of the
Holocaust. Boder’s recordings became
a part of the oral history section at the
U.S. Holocaust Museum in Washington,
D.C., where efforts were conducted
to relocate the individuals speaking
on Boder’s recordings. The Illinois
Holocaust Museum and Education
Center in Skokie also has plans to
display Boder’s work for the world to
see when it opens in 2009.
At present, more than 14,000 people
access the Voices of the Holocaust
website each month, and Holocaust
scholars consider it an invaluable
resource with painstaking and intimate
details unlike any other survivor stories
recorded. A grant from the Library
Services and Technology Act in 2007
was used to improve and augment the

the Institute of Psychology and Galvin
Library began seeking funding last year
to finish the translations and develop
a more robust website. A prominent
national foundation (wishing to remain
anonymous) offered a large gift,
stipulating only that IIT find matching
funds from other donors. A number
of IIT donors and volunteers quickly
stepped in to donate their time and
money to successfully match the
funding. [see right]
Within the next year, the new
funding will allow the librarians to
transform the Voices of the Holocaust
website (now eight years old) into a fullfeatured online learning tool. In addition
to restoring, translating, and preserving
the recordings, the librarians aim to
develop a dynamic, interactive web
interface that offers greater searching
capability, improved navigation, richer

content, and a more compelling
visual design. Scholars of all ages will
eventually be able to use interactive
maps, translation tools, and historical
footnotes as they read or listen to the
interviews online.
IIT plans to sustain the project in
perpetuity by securing funds to create
an endowment for the project that
will enrich the web presence as well
as create a lecture series and further
partnerships with Holocaust museums
and institutes around the world.
Christopher Stewart, IIT’s dean of
libraries, hopes the website will reflect
the values of innovators like Boder and
Camras who, true to the IIT tradition,
not only pioneered new methods and
technologies, but also found smart and
life-changing applications for them.
Says Eben English, digital services
librarian, “The point of technology is
to help humankind communicate and
advance education. That’s what Boder
and Camras did, and that’s what we
want to do.”
To learn more or to donate to the
project, visit http://voices.iit.edu or
contact IIT’s Office of Institutional
Advancement at 312.567.5000.

IIT Donors Help Secure
Matching Gift from
Anonymous Foundation
When Ron Bliwas, member of
the Institute of Psychology Board of
Overseers, learned about IIT’s efforts
to preserve the work of David Boder
and to share it with the rest of the
world, he knew he had to help.
“It was a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity,” says Bliwas.
Reaching out to colleagues and
friends across the country, Bliwas
helped secure contributions from more
than 40 people, thereby completing
a large portion of the matching funds
required by the foundation.
Walter Nathan (ME ’44), an IIT
trustee who was a student during the
Boder and Camras years on campus,
felt equally impassioned about keeping
the project alive.
“I want to make sure that this
material will become available—not
only to scholars but also the youngest
students who learn about the
Holocaust,” says Nathan, who gave
the capstone gift that brought IIT to
the target amount necessary to match
funding from the foundation.
Speaking of the potential the
Voices of the Holocaust website has to
change the course of history, Nathan
says, “Only by disseminating the
testimony of those who experienced
the slaughter can we implement the
slogan …‘never again.’”

A Vision
of Hope
Community of donors
brings artificial vision
system within sight

F

ive-year-old twins Ethan and Seth
Martinez were born with the
most severe form of retinopathy
of prematurity, which means they
have a complete loss of vision.
They use child-sized canes to guide
them when they walk, but Phil Troyk,
professor of biomedical engineering
at IIT, hopes to one day make those
canes a thing of the past. Thanks to
the generous gifts of many IIT donors,
Troyk has made extraordinary progress
on an artificial vision system that can be
implanted into the brain’s visual cortex.
Much like a cochlear implant used
by people with hearing loss, Troyk’s
system is a prosthetic device that
stimulates the brain to “see” shapes
and movement. By activating the brain’s
neurons, the system essentially allows
a person to see without the use of their
eyes. By forming outlines and detecting
movement, the visuals approximate a
crude form of vision. This version of
“eyesight” can be of very practical use
for a person who wants to increase his
or her level of independence and to do

things such as cross a street alone or fill
a glass with water.
After his sons were born, Rich
Martinez recognized the challenges
his sons would face due to their vision
loss and began dedicating his time
to advancing research that may one
day help them. With his wife, Diane
Martinez, they formed The Ethan
and Seth Fight for Sight Foundation
to galvanize a community of donors
around finding a cure for blindness. The
foundation holds annual events to raise
money for research.
When the Martinezes first heard
about Troyk’s work at IIT’s Pritzker
Institute of Biomedical Science and
Engineering, they were delighted to
learn that the cutting-edge research
was happening right in their backyard.
The Illinois residents quickly committed
multi-year funding to the project.
Meanwhile, IIT Trustee Craig
Duchossois was also inspired by the
technology and organized another
community of donors to support Troyk’s
research. Donors Peter Huizenga,
Michael Keiser, Dennis Keller, and
Guilford Glazer joined Duchossois to
fund the research into its next important
phase: conducting the first human trial
of the system.
Once the first human trial is
underway, Troyk will be able to confirm
important features of the system. “We
are currently researching how the
brain—given a limited amount of visual
information—can map or fill in missing
imagery,” Troyk explains.
And the capability of Troyk’s
technology doesn’t end there. Since
the device can stimulate the visual

cortex of the brain, it can also one day
be used to treat patients with other
neural conditions such as paralysis,
Parkinson’s disease, and epilepsy.
“I really think this project is going
to one day change the world, not just
for blind people, but others as well,”
says Martinez.
To learn more about the IntraCortical Visual Prosthesis
Project, contact the
Office of Institutional
Advancement at
312.567.5000.

The Intra-Cortical Visual Prosthesis System
records imagery from a tiny camera attached
to the glasses of the user. A wireless module
implanted under her scalp digitizes the
imagery and sends it as electronic current
through a series of wire-electrodes implanted
in her visual cortex. As current flows from
electrode to the brain’s neurons, she “sees” a
pixelated vision of her
surroundings.
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